21st March 2017

Cyber Safety
Cyber Safe Ireland (who conducted an online safety workshop with 4th, 5th & 6th Class in
September) will be conducting a
Parent Talk ‘keeping your children safe online’ next week
on Thursday 30th March at 9am in the School Hall.
All parents are welcome.
If your child is in a senior class, we would strongly encourage you to attend.

Easter Holidays
St. Matthew’s will be closed from Monday
10th April – Friday 21st April inclusive for
the Easter Holidays.
(Usual home time arrangements will apply on
Friday 7th April).

As we come into the summer months,
please take a moment to familiarise
yourself with the school’s Dress Code.
Please see attached.

Thank you!
Thank you to Ali Hill (Junior Infant mum)
of Bold Bunny,
for the fabulous design and artwork in
our school lobby. We love it!
Pop in to have a look
if you haven’t seen it yet!
Many thanks to Shane McCarthy (4th Class dad)
for the wonderful photographs
he took last week. Parents will have an
opportunity to order these in the coming weeks.

PTA Date for your Diary
As construction on the school hall extension is due to commence during the Easter Holidays,
it seems that this year's Easter Hop Disco will be a great chance to bid farewell to our old
hall, this will take place on Friday 7th April during school hours. The children love this
chance to cut loose, but we'll try to make sure that the demolition work is left to the
building contractors!
As always, none of these activities would be possible without the participation of an
enthusiastic PTA and the support of the school and the families therein. Thanks for your
continuing participation.
Olga Keogh, PTA Chair
HSE Vaccinations for Junior Infants
Junior Infant Vaccinations will take place on Thursday 25th May in school.
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AIMS OF POLICY
To ensure that all children can access the whole curriculum fully in a safe and
equal manner
To ensure clarity regarding what is appropriate clothing, footwear, make-up and
jewellery for school
To promote a sense of pride and to build self esteem
To ensure a neat, well-groomed appearance
To maintain and enhance a positive image of the school
To promote equality amongst all pupils
To ensure that students are safely dressed for school activities and the
environment.

RATIONALE
St. Matthew’s N.S. does not have a uniform for day-to-day school wear. The ethos of
the school encourages us to respect the individuality of all members of our school
community. Clothing, footwear, make-up and jewellery are often seen as the outward
expressions of our individual selves. While respecting the rights of the individual, the
school must also be aware of many other issues, such as health and safety, full access
to the whole curriculum and complete interaction between the various partners in
education. The school must also be aware that certain items of clothing, footwear,
jewellery and make-up may be either provocative or offensive to some members of the
community or may be inappropriate for the age and development of the individual
involved.
GUIDELINES
We request that all parents and guardians ensure that the clothing worn to school by
their children complies with the following guidelines:
•

•
•
•
•

•

Clothing should be appropriate to an environment shared by children of primary
school age. For example, cropped/belly/bikini tops, off the shoulder tops, halter
necks or spaghetti straps are not suitable school wear.
Shorts/dresses/skirts must be of suitable length (at least mid way to the knee).
Children should wear clothing that fits comfortably, neither too big or too tight.
Hoods and hats should not be worn in the classroom. Caps should not be brought
to school.
Clothing worn to school should always allow pupils to play actively and safely
in the yard. Physical exertion at break times is an integral part of the school day
and a student’s mode of dress should not inhibit them from fully participating
in normal childhood games; items such as very wide/very long trousers and
shoes/boots with elevated heels should not be worn. Flip-flops are particularly
unsafe and should not be worn. Heeleys are never allowed in school. Shoe laces
must be securely tied at all times. This is a health and safety matter.
Make up and false nails are not to be worn to school.

•

•
•
•
•
•

Children with hair longer than shoulder length must have their hair tied back
with a suitable hair accessory. This is for the health and safety of children
during class lessons and during PE. It is also a measure put in place to prevent
the spread of head lice in the school.
Hair dye is not tolerated.
The wearing of slogans which could cause offence to other members of the
school community, must be avoided.
Children must wear appropriate footwear and sportswear on a day when they
have timetabled PE sessions.
The wearing of jewellery of discouraged. Earrings, if worn, must be kept small.
All children should come to school suitably dressed for the prevailing weather
conditions.

It is strongly recommended that all items, especially coats, hats, gloves and scarves etc
are marked with the student’s name. Displaced clothes will be placed in ‘lost property’
and will be sent to an appropriate charity if unclaimed at the end of each term.

